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The Wiki Crystallography Database and its initial set-up with selected mineral 
data from the Crystallography Open Database recognizes the fact that there 
is a wealth of crystallographic / mineralogical knowledge distributed in non-
digital form all over the world. As the computational infrastructure for such a 
project is very modest and a “common language” exists in the form of the 
Crystallographic Information File (CIF) of the International Union of 
Crystallography (IUCr) we – the people of the world with interests in crystals 
and minerals – laymen and scientists alike could together create this world’s 
open-access digital depository for such data. 
Please do participate and enjoy the following little anecdote by Sir William 
Lawrence Bragg: 

I said to the proprietor of a shop in Ballater, on Deeside, “That’s a fine 
group of smoky quartz in your window.” He replied “That’s no smoky 
quartz, that’s topaz. It’s a crystal. You can tell crystals by the angles 
between their faces. If you’re interested, I’ll lend you a book on the 
subject.” On return to base I looked up a book on mineralogy which 
said ”Smoky quartz, also known as Cairngorm, is called Topaz in 
Scotland.”

This is from A Random Walk in Science: The high standard of education in Scotland, published by IOP, as quoted in J. R. 

Helliwell, X-ray crystal structure analysis in Manchester: from W. L. Bragg to the present day, Z. Kristallogr. 217 (2002) 385-389. 








